
 Christian County Commission 100 West Church St, Room 100 

  Ozark, MO  65721 

 April Term http://ChristianCountyMO.iqm2.com 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Monday, June 22, 2015 8:50 AM The Christian County Courthouse 

 

I. Convene 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:50 AM by Presiding Commissioner Ray Weter 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ray Weter Presiding Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Bill Barnett Western Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Sue Ann Childers Eastern Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Cheryl Mitchell Assistant Present 8:50 AM 

Julia Maples Administrative Assisstant Absent  

Mary Argiso Assistant Present 8:50 AM 

II. Agenda 

Motion/Vote - 8:50 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Approve Agenda 
The meeting was attended by Commission Secretary Cheryl Mitchell,  

The Commission met to approve the agenda for Monday, June 22, 2015. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion for approval. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 8:55 AM Kay Brown-County Clerk 
Minutes & Financials Approval -  Approve Minutes & Financials 
The meeting was attended by Commission Secretary Cheryl Mitchell  

The Commission met to approve the minutes for Thursday, June 18, 2015. 

There were no financials presented. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion for approval. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:00 AM Phil Amtower-Emergency Management 
Bid Opening -  Bid Opening-Response Trailer 
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The meeting was attended by Commission Secretary Cheryl Mitchell and Mr. Phil 
Amtower Emergency Management Director. 

The Commission met with Mr. Amtower regarding the Bid Opening for the Response 
Trailer 

Meeting began with Commissioner Weter presenting the single bid received from Sutter 
Trailer Sales LLC, for the purchase of a response trailer in the amount of $6300.00. 
Commissioner Weter asked Mr. Phil Amtower if he recommends the bid proposal. Mr. 
Amtower said yes. 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to accept the bid from Sutter 
Trailer Sales LLC. 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:30 AM Dwight McNeil-Sheriff 
Discussion -  Emergency Call Discussion 
The meeting was attended by Commission Secretary Cheryl Mitchell, Sheriff Dwight 
McNiel, Ms. Amelia Wigton - Headliner Newspaper,  

The Commission met with Sheriff McNiel to discuss a requisition about an Emergency 
Call. 

Discussion began with Sheriff McNiel stating that due to a fraudulent call made some 
time last year, when the deputies responded to the 911 call at Mr. Mackey's home, 
(who was not at home at the time), evidently forced entry was made into the home by 
the officers causing damage to Mr. Mackey's front door. Former sheriff Mr. Joey Kyle 
agreed to cover the cost of the door however Mr. Mackey never received 
reimbursement. Sheriff McNiel has submitted a requisition for payment on the order for 
the door.  

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to process payment for the 
replacement of Mr. Mackey's Door. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:00 AM Todd Wiesehan-Planning & Development 
Discussion -  Hearing & Possible Decision-Solar Farm (This Meeting Will be Held in the 
Planning & Development Office) 
The meeting was attended by Commission Secretary Cheryl Mitchell, Mr. Todd 
Wiesehan Planning & Development, Ms. Hanna Smith - Headliner Newspaper, Mr. David 
Bunge - Cypress Creek Renewables, Mr. Jeremiah Bridges - Cross Discipline Engineering, 
Mr. Lawrence Aubry, Ms. Jan Sydow, Mr. Darwin Trivitt, Ms. Pam Nagel, Mr. Tim Nagel, 
Ms. Jo Maples, Shannon Bryant, Mr. Bob Beaber, Mr. Brian Dixon. 
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The Commission met regarding a hearing & possible decision regarding the Solar Farm in 
Nixa Missouri. 

The hearing began with Mr. Todd Weieshan seeking the Commission to issue an Order 
of Approval to authorize the establishment of a solar energy facility at the 72 acre site 
located at State Highway 14 and Hazel Run Road with Cypress Creek Renewables. 

Cypress Creek Renewables intends to develop a 7.92 megawatt solar power generation 
site near the city limits of Nixa Missouri. The current property zone is currently zoned A-
1. Cypress Creek Renewables would enter into a 25 year power purchase agreement 
with Nixa. This agreement would be for a fixed price for the next 25 years. 

The Site Development Plan is as noted:  

1. Requires clearing and grubbing as needed to prepare the area for placement of the 
solar arrays. 

2. An existing 3000 square foot hay barn will be removed. 

3. Coverage added to the 72 acres will be an estimated 2400 square feet for the 
concrete securing the posts. The individual modules are a maximum height above the 
grade of 12 feet.  

4. The site calls for 6 foot tall chain linked fence topped with 3 strands of barbed wire 
around the perimeter of the site.  

5. Access to the site will have a 24 foot wide gate. MoDot will consult regarding site 
distance and placement requirements. 

  

Possible issues of consideration were discussed: 1. Stormwater management 2. Soil and 
erosion control 3. Buffering 4. Floodplain 5. De-commissioning 6. Compatibility 7. Health 
Concerns exposed to electric & magnetic field 8. Property Values 9. Glare and Heat 
island effect.  

 

Note: Nixa City Administrator has issued a letter to the Commission noting the City's full 
support for the project.  

 

Project recommendations are as noted: 

1. Construction plans for the Solar Energy facility must be compiled by a licensed 
engineer and submitted to the Christian County Planning & Zoning Department for 
approval. 

2.Appropriate building, and grading permits must be obtained from Christian County. 

3.All other Christian County Building & Zoning Regulations must be adhered to. 
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4. A detailed landscaping plan must be submitted for approval to the County 
Commission for the type and placement of vegetative buffering along the perimeter of 
the subject property to provide a visual barrier to the Project. 

5. If the use of the solar panels & appurtenant equipment associated with the Solar 
Energy Facility are not used for 24 consecutive months to generate electrical power, the 
landowner or the lessee of the property must dismantle the solar panels, associated 
equipment and structures and remove them from the subject property within 180 days. 

 

Open discussion began with Mr. Bunge presenting an overview about solar energy and 
that it is currently active in 9 states. He spoke of the long term projective in using solar 
energy sources. He mentioned the partnership with the City of Nixa is in agreement with 
the project, and would like to proceed with intent to start late fall thru the early part of 
next year. The overall impact will save the City of Nixa an estimated 1.4 million dollars 
over the 25 years. Commissioner Weter asked what percentage of power will be used? 
Mr. Bunge stated that 15 to 20% of city's load. Commissioner Weter asked are there any 
expansions planned for the future? Mr. Wiesehan responded there are none. 
Commissioner Weter asked who will care for the grounds maintenance? Mr. Bunge said 
it will be cared for by them. Commissioner Childers asked will someone be there daily? 
Mr. Bunge responded maintenance will be done on a quarterly basis. Security will be 
monitored by sensors on the fencing. He also noted the Inverters will be within the 
complex, not on the perimeters. Commissioner Childers asked how will it be connected 
with electrical power. Mr. Bunge responded the electrical design has not yet been 
picked by city. Commissioner Childers asked will it be above or under ground? Mr. 
Bunge it will be up to the city. Commissioner Barnett responded that if it is to go under 
ground then we will have to vote on it. Commissioner Weter would like to give others 
opportunity to ask question about the project. Citizen Brian Dixon said he had just 
purchased property and wanted to know why he wasn't notified by the city about the 
project? Commissioner Barnett responded that his realtor should have notified him. Mr. 
Dixon asked who do we go to address issues too? Commissioner Weter suggested that 
the city counsel in Nixa keeps minutes and to check with them. Mr. Tim Nagel asked are 
there any other solar farms in MO? Mr. Bunge said yes right now they are in Butler, 
Springfield, and six others cities. Mr. Nagel is concerned about safety with vehicles 
passing that area that have blind spots. Mr. Bunge said the site will have vegetative 
buffer which would provide a visual barrier at the ground level. Citizens are concerned 
with the property entrance related to the project which needs to be addressed by 
MoDot. Also they are concerned about auto accidents that have already occured on the 
roads. Mr. Bunge responded the primary issue is that the City of Nixa decided this 
location was a good site due to the type of usage. Audience attendee asked where are 
the Solar panels feeding energy through. Mr. Bunge stated that the energy is feeding 
into the City of Nixa's distribution network. It will connect to the City's line and not thru 
the transmission. Commissioner Weter noted that this is an A1 property and it can be 
used for any type of agriculture and the land will not stay like this forever. The 
Commission is to decide if the property is an appropriate use for this project. 
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Commissioner Childers stated that there will be numerous permits that will need to be 
filed. Citizens feel that there must be other sites that would be a better location for the 
project. Citizens asked how many inverters will be set? Mr. Bunge believes it's 12. What 
recourse as a citizen do we have? Mr. Bunge replied to contact the planning and zoning 
department. Mr. Bunge commented that studies based on cities who already have solar 
energy have had no bad reports. Citizen asked about the glare. Mr. Bunge said it will be 
similar to a reflection from a body of water, the panels are like a mirror towards the sky. 
Citizens asked about flooding and asked will the hills remain the same? Mr. Bunge 
replied yes. Citizen asked How long will this project take? Mr. Bunge replied that the 
installation will take approximately 12 weeks. 

Commissioner Weter said we have a decision to make about the appropriate use of the 
property, and since we don't have any stipulations regarding the site's differences 
concerning the private property therefore a decision cannot be made today. Mr. 
Wiesehan said that MoDot is to be in this discussion since they make any final decision. 
Commissioner Weter stated that we do not want to make any premature decision since 
there are concerns about the proposed stipulations. Commissioner Weter said that 
another meeting will be needed. Commissioner Weter said that the Planning and 
Development Department will need to reconsider and meet with MoDot. Commissioner 
Weter entertained a motion to tentatively set a meeting for next Monday, June 29, 
2015. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 

III. Adjournment 

 The meeting was closed at 11:22 AM 
The Commission is adjourned until Thursday June 25, 2015. 

Motion/Vote - 11:22 AM   
 -  Motion to adjourn 
Presiding Commissioner Weter set motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 
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Presiding Commissioner, Ray Weter 

 
Western Commissioner, Bill Barnett 
 

 
Sue Ann Childers 
 

Eastern Commissioner, Sue Ann Childers 
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